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* From the Editor 
Welcome to The 


Welcome back loyal readers of The Edge (that’s 
you). 

As you read through this issue, you might no- 
tice we’re doing things a bit differently with The 
Edge in 2008. 

Specifically, we’ve switched to a news maga- 
zine style and we’ll be coming out once-a-month. 

What exactly does that mean for you, the 
reader? 

Well, for one, it means more content. More 
features. More news. More opinions. 

Each issue, we'll look at the events of the previ- 
ous month and preview events for the coming 
month. 

We’re looking to create more of a feature style 
of writing that is more in depth than you’d find in 
a common newspaper. You can get the topogra- 
phy of a story anywhere, but we want to offer you 
the deeper story. 

We continue our dedication to serve our local 
audience with local news, features and opinions. 

The writers, photographers and columnists 
working for this publication are not from some 
far-away publication whose wire-service we sub- 
scribe to, but rather local people - folks you might 
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see around town or at the grocery store - volun- 
teering to serve their community news-magazine. 

In fact, we don’t even subscribe to wire servic- 
es. You won’t find our original content anywhere 
else. 

One thing that hasn’t changed is our dedication 
to the journalistic principles of honesty, accuracy, 
integrity, fairness and public service. We strive to 
a higher standard. 

Did we make a factual error? Like to clarify a 
point? Think one of our writers is dead wrong on 
an opinion? 

We welcome letters to the editor and would 
love to have more local discourse on our pages. 
Also, we are not infallible, so if we screw some- 
thing up, drop us an email and we’ll do our best 
to correct the error. 

And of course we’re always looking for new 
contributors. The Edge is a great way to build up 
a portfolio and resume or just to get your name in 
print and help serve your community. 

Thanks for reading. 

-Zach Becker 

Editor and Publisher 

edgenewspaper@gmail.com 
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* Rhetorical Question 


A do over? 


Do you remember when you were little playing board games with 
the family and you made a roll of the dice that you didn’t like at all? 

Your mom or dad would see how disappointed you were and say, 
“Tt’s alright, you can have a do over.” 

You ever wonder what it would be like if you could do that with 
real life? If you made a choice that wasn’t the right one, you’d get a 
do over. 

What would you choose then? Would you look at ever angle of the 
situation or just make another quick decision? 

It makes you think about life. If you had those chances where would 
you be now? Would you be you or someone completely different? 

Would you have went to the same college, dated the same person, 
lived the life you are living or chased your same dream? 

Life is full of choices, so be sure to make the right ones because you 
never know what could have been. Because you can’t have a do over 
in life! 

You have only one life and often only one chance to make the right 
decisions! 

Be sure to roll the dice the right way the first time! In fact, don’t roll 
the dice at all; explore your options, weigh your decision and put the 
game pieces on the board exactly where you want them. 

-Sarah Crosby 


Martin mocked, a dream disgraced 
Parody of King’s speech in very poor taste 


Stupidity and sensationalism sell. 

This unfortunate truth is not news. As I was 
browsing in the advertisement section of Roll- 
ing Stone Magazine a couple of weeks ago, I was 
absolutely shocked, angered and hurt when I came 
across a t-shirt of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. de- 
picted at his “I Have a Dream” speech. 

When King gave this speech in 1963, L 
he raised his arm as he proclaimed, 
“From every mountainside, let free- 
dom ring.” 

He did so with determination and 
purpose, demonstrating his shared 
vision for justice and equality. 

Conversely, the design of this 
t-shirt includes an outrageously 
added popsicle to King’s out- 
stretched hand. 

In addition, his sincerely spo- 
ken pledge for brotherhood has 
been invalidated with the phrase “I 
have a dreamsicle.” 

Is this supposed to be clever? An example of 
liberal wit? Ok, I get it. It’s a play on words. “T 
have a dream” has been replaced with “I have a 
dreamsicle.” 

Obviously, to really make the “joke” work, a 
popsicle is needed to occupy King’s vacant hand. 
Despite whatever humor was intended, this t-shirt 
design is thoughtless, ignorant and disrespectful, 
and certainly not funny. 

After staring at this graphic in disbelief, my eyes 
finally moved over to see the endorser of this t- 
shirt; tshirtsthatsuck.com. 

Indeed, the name says it all. 

Tshirtsthatsuck.com sells just that. I went to their 
website. 

Here one can choose from an array of t-shirt 


Adrien 
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designs with sexually laced declarations as well as 
those especially for fans of bathroom humor. These 
t-shirts certainly suck. “I Have a Dreamsicle,” how- 
ever, sucks the most. 

Martin Luther King Jr., a civil rights leader, an 
American hero, and a man who lost his life before 

his fight was over, is being portrayed as 
anything but. 
To me, this t-shirt reduces his I 
Have a Dream speech to nothing 
more than a silly little cartoon. 
What King stood for, and contin- 
ues to stand for, is not something 
to be altered for the purpose of 
humor in any capacity. 
I am led to wonder what the 
creator of this specific il- 
roneme lustration was hoping to 
. accomplish. 
A snicker from those who 
stumbled upon the t-shirt in a 
magazine ad or on the website, or 
perhaps a share of the seventeen dollars and ninety 
five cents for each one sold? 

Without doubt, he/she is not getting either from 
me, nor those who share my deep admiration and 
respect for King. 

Many have fought for justice and equality. Some 
have paid the ultimate price for doing so. Their 
efforts encompass the true meanings of character, 
courage and integrity. 

Their’s is a unique passion to strive for what is 
right and just, without restraint or reservation. 

These realities should in no way be trivialized 
with quips and puns for a cheap laugh. When all 
people genuinely and truly realize the great sig- 
nificance of these concepts, it is then that we as a 
people will be “free at last.” 


DREAMSIELE 


Tshirtsthatsuck.com offers a t-shirt for sale featuring 

a parody of Martin Luther King Jr’s famous “I have a 
dream...” speech. Inset is the actual picture the t-shirt 
is based upon. 


True Love is Cool! 


Jesus died for love of us. 


That's true love. 


www.heartlandparishes.org 
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Call (785) 621 - 2580 for a ride and avoid the risk 
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Stopping Identity Theft 
Local businesses should follow Burger King’s 
lead and reguire an ID on credit card purchases 


“Can I see some ID, please?” signature. 


The lady at the drive thru win- If no one stops to check if the P Ve | f 
dow asked again as I continued signatures match, or to see if the Ir O CC O uU I. S ce 
to give her a confused look. person using the card is actually 

Identification is needed the owner of the card, H H H 
to buy a couple cheese- then there really is no Ti Pps to prevent identity th eft 


burgers nowadays? 
Weird. 

In any case, it 
became apparent 
I was not getting 
my late-night 


%. ee feet o Don’t give out personal information on the phone, through the mail, or 


if I notice the on the Internet unless you’ve initiated the contact or are sure you know 
veces who you’re dealing with. 


right away, I can f ‘ ‘ : : 
cancel tie card - Identity thieves are clever, and have posed as representatives of banks, Internet service providers 


snack until I immediately. (ISPs), and even government agencies to get people to reveal their SSN, mother’s maiden name, 
proved I was in- But, at least in account numbers, and other identifying information. Before you share any personal information, con- 
deed one Zachary > my case, I may firm that you are dealing with a legitimate organization. Check an organization’s website by typing 

P. Becker, as writ- Za Ch cke r not notice its URL in the address line, rather than cutting and pasting it. Many companies post scam alerts when 
ten on the debit — “Edito fora while their name is used improperly. Or call customer service using the number listed on your account 

card from which I -- certainly statement or in the telephone book. 

was using to make plenty of time 

that unnecessary, although tasty for someone to go online or to : 

purchase. the store and start ringing me up oO Treat your mail and tr ash carefully. 

As I handed her my license, I a headache when I try to dispute - Deposit your outgoing mail in post office collection boxes or at your local post office, rather than 
noticed the sign on the window it on my bill. in an unsecured mailbox. Promptly remove mail from your mailbox. If you’re planning to be away 
with Burger King’s new policy In writing this column, I did a from home and can’t pick up your mail, call the U.S. Postal Service at 1-800-275-8777 to request a 
of requiring identification for all _little research into identity theft vacation hold. The Postal Service will hold your mail at your local post office until you can pick it up 
credit card purchases over $10. and found that is actually very or are home to receive it. 

At first, I just felt hassled. I’ve common, affecting 8.3 million - To thwart an identity thief who may pick through your trash or recycling bins to capture your per- 
rarely had to show my ID for Americans. sonal information, tear or shred your charge receipts, copies of credit applications, insurance forms, 
coo: a card purchases ‘i While I’ve never had my wallet physician statements, checks and bank statements, expired charge cards that you’re discarding, and 
the past, and it certainly seems stolen, I have had some strange : : ; ae ae i ; 

; pee ; : credit offers you get in the mail. To opt out of receiving offers of credit in the mail, call: 1-888-5-OP- 
a bit overkill in the case of fast bills show up on my debit card TOUT (1-888-567-8688). The thr § id Fi : in toll-f 
food. But after the anger over statement. Apparently, they must (Cee to yo uess ily Nee ae ee cet tig ore ree ean ee ee 
the slight inconvenience wore have gleaned my info from a number to let consumers choose not to receive credit offers based on their lists. Note: You will be 
off, I began to think that maybe prior online purchase. Luckily, asked to provide your SSN which the consumer reporting companies need to match you with your 
checking ID on credit cards is a the bank took care of it for me. file. 
good idea. However, I have a friend who 

I mean, what if someone had his wallet stolen. The thief Dione SSN Se 55 6 1 
pick-pockets me? Or what if I made away with $50 in cash and 0 /On t carry your card; leave it In a secure place. ; ; 
accidently drop my wallet and a also kept his social security card - Give your SSN only when absolutely necessary, and ask to use other types of identifiers. 
person of low integrity gets the before throwing the wallet to the 
idea to start charging up my bill? _ street. He’s still waiting to get a o Carry only the identification information and the credit and debit cards 
What’s to stop that from happen- _ new social security number and : 
ing? has to be extra cautious to make that you Il actually need when you go out. 

Well, on a debit card, you do sure the thief isn’t using his 
have a secret pin number, so that —_ identity. o Be cautious when responding to promotions. Identity thieves may 
could deter people to an extent. Identity theft is a real problem, if : lor ; ‘f 1 
But with modern debit cards, you and it can effect anyone. Here’s create phony promotiona otters to get you to give them your persona 
can usually bypass that option my salute to Burger King and information. _ 
to run the transaction just like a other businesses who are taking Source: Federal Trade Commission; www.ftc.gov 


credit card, which only requires a steps to stop this problem. 


Identity Theft Statistics 
Relationship to ID Thief 


Percent of 


Types of Fraud Adult: | annee of 
Population | 7 &sons 
millions 


Family member / 
relative, 6% (Instances where victim’s information was 


stolen and used to open new accounts) 


New Accounts & Other Fraud 


\ 


| 
Other, 16% 


Co-worker, 2% 


Misuse of Existing Non-Credit Card Account or Account Number 
(Includes checking and savings account fraud) 


| 
| 


/ Friend, Neighbor, In. 
home employee, 8% 


Misuse of Existing Credit Card or Credit Card Number 


Don't personal Total Victims in 2005 


know, 84% Source: www.ftc.gov 


Mission: P.O. Box 674, Hays, KS 67601. Letters Editor 
The Edge is a publication founded to must include name, address, and tele- Zach Becker 
serve the residents of Hays and Western phone number for verification purposes. Photo Editor 
Kansas in general. It strives to the ideal The Edge reserves the right to edit letters — 
journalistic qualities of honesty, accura- and publication is not guaranteed. Each Mike Courson 
cy, integrity, fairness and public service. person is allowed one copy of The Edge. Business Manager 
Removal of multiple copies is considered Teuniier Sopp 
Letters to the Editor theft. alpen Ele - 
www.TheOnlineEdge.net Letters to the editor can be emailed to The Edge is a publication of Edge Me- Adrienne Heroneme 


edgenewspaper@gmail.com or mailed to dia, Inc. C.E. "Bud" Brann 
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a Tuirg-Class hativn? 


I swear I often think the U.S. has 
stopped progressing and started regress- 
ing. I don’t think we just recently entered 
the 21st century, I suspect we have re- 
turned to 12th century or earlier. Our kids 
seem to be getting more ignorant by the 
day. There are four legs to this problem. 

The first is education: 

What do the following countries have 
in common? The Netherlands, Sweden, 
Iceland, Norway, Switzerland Denmark 
Canada, New Zealand, Austria, Australia, 
Slovenia, France, Italy, Germany, Czech 
Republic, Hungary, Russian Federation, 
Lithuania, Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, Sin- 
gapore, China. Give up? Their children all 
score higher in science tests j 
then American children. 

What do South Africa 
and Cyprus have in 
common? They are 
the only countries 
our middle and high 
school students did 
beat in science testing. 
We are worse than all but two 
countries in the developed world. 

But wait! It gets worse. In physics, once 
a field in which the U.S. was a power- 
house, we rank dead last. We were better 
than ... No one! 

With the liberal feel good policies of the 
past few decades, we score higher than 
other countries in only one area ... self 
esteem. Yes, we have pushed the idea that 
no child should be faced with embarrass- 
ment. No child should be held back a 
grade no matter how poorly they do. No 
child should be punished for bad behavior. 
It might crush their little psyches. 

So we have a situation where a child can 
totally disrupt a class, scream, yell, even 
hit teachers and other students and they 


must be treated with kid gloves. Mean- 
while, the entire class suffers from these 
little terrors. A while back we witnessed 
the spectacle of a little girl in class out 
of control. She tore up things, she hit the 
teacher. She was so bad the police had 
to take over and handcuff her. Who got 
in trouble? The school and the police of 
course. 

A second leg of the problem is related 
to the first. Our adult citizens are science 
ignorant. 

A very large percentage of our popula- 
tion believes in psychics, which is a load 
of disproved nonsense, and our TV shows 
cater to these ignoramuses with Psychic 
Detectives and Psychic Animal 
trainers. 

Another large percent- 
age of people believe in 
ghosts, and a ton of TV 

/ shows cater to their igno- 
rance. Even the Discovery 
channel and travel channel 
features haunted houses, and 
the like. 

Then we have a regression in religion 
with fundamentalists reverting to 12th 
century thinking; fools who do not believe 
in evolution, but do believe in Intelligent 
Design and some who believe the universe 
to be only 6,000 years old. Even some 
presidential candidates are this 
ignorant. 

There are more Americans SE 
who believe in angels than 
believe in evolution, yet 
evolution is virtually a 
proven fact and no one 
has ever seen an angel. 

The third leg of the 
problem is government. 
We have a president 
who, because of his 
fundamentalist reli- 
gious belief, is leading 
the charge into the 18th 
or 12th century. 

Stem cell research, 
another science field and one which has 
great potential to cure some devastat- 
ing diseases, such as multiple sclerosis, 
diabetes, and even enable people with 
severe spinal injuries, to walk again, and 
move their arms again, is crippled by this 
administration because they are science 
ignorant and religiously retarded. So we 
see countries like Korea beating our pants 
off in this field and in the field of cloning. 

As physics was the science of the 20th 
century, biology is, or should be, the sci- 
ence of the 21st century, and it is being 
crippled by our government and our fun- 
damentalist religious leaders. It used to be 
that small countries depended on scientific 
development and knowledge from the 
U.S. and the tremendous economies which 
flourished as a result of our preeminence 
in science. In the future, it is the U.S. that 
will depend on them and it is they who 
will have the growing, burgeoning econo- 
mies as we drift into third world status. 


C. 


Leading biological scientists are leaving 
their own country to move to places like 
England and Singapore where science is 
encouraged and appreciated, not con- 
demned by the science ignorant. 

This brings up the subject called “Brain 
Drain.” 

A brain drain or human capital flight 
is an emigration of trained and talented 
individuals (“human capital”) to other na- 
tions or jurisdictions, due to conflicts, lack 
of opportunity, health hazards where they 

are living or other reasons. It parallels 
the term “capital flight” which 
refers to financial capital 
that is no longer invested 
in the country where its 
owner lived and earned 
it. Investment in higher 
education is lost when a 
trained individual leaves 
and does not return. Also, 
whatever social capital 
the individual has been 
a part of is reduced by 
his or her departure. 
From WW II until 
now the brain drain 
has basically worked in the favor of the 
United States. Scientists first from Europe, 
later from Asia, made their way here. As 
far back as 1960, my own research group 
at the University of Kansas was over half 
Chinese and Korean students. You 
have probably noticed the large 
number of Indian and Paki- 
stani Medical Doctors now in 
our country. 

Now we see this trend start- 
ing to reverse: 

From USA Today, 2.23.04: 

“For its part, the federal gov- 
ernment seems intent on let- 
ting “controversial” scientists 
— for example, those dealing 
with research that touches 
on the issue of abortion — go to other 
countries and keeping foreign talent out. 
U.S. companies are happy to outsource 
knowledge work while, at the same time, 
buying out the contracts of their most 
experienced workers — all in the name of 


reducing costs. And the one sure way to 
grow new brains — a high-quality edu- 
cational system — has failed to produce 
enough homegrown talent.” 

Between 1998 and 2002, the number of 
science and engineering doctoral degrees 
awarded to U.S. citizens at U.S. institu- 
tions fell 11.9 percent. . Between 1990 
and 2000, the proportion of foreign-born 
people with Ph.D.s in the science and en- 
gineering labor force rose from 24 percent 
to 38 percent. 

Even as American technological gradu- 
ates decrease, foreign science and engi- 
neering graduates increase. 

I have mentioned three legs of the 
problem, adults, education and govern- 
ment. The final leg is corporate America. 
As science education in the rest of the 
world is improving and increasing while 
ours is deteriorating and decreasing, it 
has become expedient to move technical 
jobs overseas. The fact that labor costs are 
lower sweetens the pot. 

Additionally, science ignorant corpo- 
rations pay more for people with MBA 
degrees than they pay for science PhD’s. 
A doctorate in physics or biology takes 
much longer and is much more difficult to 
obtain than an MBA and often pays much 
less. Americans aren’t stupid, (ignorant, 
probably, but not stupid.). If they can 
make $50,000 a year for a two year MBA, 
why work 5-10 years for a science 
PhD. to make $30,000? 

That’s it, boys and girls. Edu- 
cation, ignorant adults, govern- 
ment and corporate America 
have teamed up to turn Amer- 

ica into a third class nation. Of 
course it is ignorant adults who 
form our government, corpora- 
tions and schools, so maybe 
there is only one problem. 

As Pogo said; “We have met the 
enemy and it is us!” 

Go consult your psychics about that. 
Maybe as our economy tanks they can 
give you winning lottery ticket numbers. 
Or get fundamentalist preachers to pray 
that your kids can get a job that pays bet- 
ter than flipping burgers. 


"So we have a situation where a child can totally disrupt a class, scream, yell, even 
hit teachers and other students, and they must be treated with kid gloves.’ 
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PLAYER FOULS 


BONUS 


Photos by Brandon Worf 

At left, No. 52 Shawn Emerick fights for the tip 

off against Truman State University in a January 9 

loss at Gross Memorial Coliseum. At top right, Lady 
Tiger coach Annette Wiles speaks to her club during 

a timeout of a recent game against Truman State. 
Directly above, No. 33 Sheena Kuntzsch fights to get a 
= shot off against Truman State. 


Sporting Observations 


Yes, the Jayhawks are 20-0, 
and no one is really coming 
close, but the Kansas State men’s 
team is also ranked for the first 
time since November. 

The Kansas State 
girls are cruising 


1. Super Bowl Sunday 
Super Bowl Sunday 

is upon us. While a 

player like Ter- 

rell Owens could 

have brought more 

drama to the game, 


watching Tom Brady and the 
New England Patriots go for 
an undefeated season. 
Unfortunately, it could be 
one of the more lop-sid- 
ed Super Bowls in recent 
history. 


3. Racial Insensitivity 
This month, a reporter on the 
Golf Channel said the only way 
to stop Tiger Woods was to lynch 
him. What, too soon? 
The reporter, a white 
female, got away 


anything. His play over the past 
decade has spoke volumes. 


4. Steroids 

The on-going steroid contro- 
versy looks to pick up speed in 
the coming weeks. Roger Clem- 


or someone like The commercials better through confer- with a suspension. — ens claims he can prove he did 
Brett Favre could be worth it. ence play and At first, this not use drugs because he did not 
have packed the inspi- have themselves was outra- have irregularities in his career. 
ration, 2. Kansas Basketball in the top 25 as geous. Imus He may or may not have used 
I think we are all in for a treat Kansas basketball is on fire! well with wins gets fired but steroids, but isn’t the point kind 


on the road at she doesn’t? of moot by now? 


a . top conference But it turns out With all these kids coming up, 
Og line S Large Decorative Cookiee foes. 4 the woman is might the league want to focus 
tugs Gourmet Crowuces The only thing rson friendly with on cleaning up the future? 
Baleery Gut Bashets| We don’t know Woods. Baseball can be a magical 
1305 Main Street, Hays a ponte ~Sportsditor- Maybe pen ate super don eae 
; www.augustinesbakery.com the Wildcats can she shouldn’t — how defaming old pros helps 


M-F: 7 a.m-3 p.m. 


Sat.: 7 a.m. - noon play as well as 


have said it, the games we are watching on 


Be sure to order early! 


1. 0, te, Day Delivery Available 


FEBRUARY 14 785-621-BAKE 


WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED. 


they talk trash. 
We know Walker and Beasley 
can play, but the Hawks have a 


bigger bench and a better coach. 


Either way, it should be good 


publicity for the state of Kansas. 


maybe it was insensitive. But last 
I checked, this is still America. 
And why should the Reverend Al 
Sharpton set the tone for every- 
one else? 

Tiger didn’t have to say 


television. 

Wouldn’t it be nice to pay to 
see a drug-free game? And I 
imagine even nicer to see the 
all-stars hustle down the first 
base line. 
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Can you smell it yet? Go on, take a big 
whiff of it and savor the aroma. Don’t 
know what it is yet? 

It’s political moronity--election year 
political moronity. 

We all come to expect it, and honestly, it’s 
nothing new, but it seems to be of a dif- 
ferent variety each and every time a major 
election cycle comes around. 

Maybe more so on the years of the presi- 
dential elections, and for good reason, 
particularly with this one. 

Simply put, and redundantly stated, any- 
body would be a better alternative right 
now to the inept, lame-duck president we 
have with G-Dub. And that’s putting it 
lightly. 

However, what we have facing us as 
candidates to succeed Bush are starting to 
look a little shady. 

On one side, we have the Republi- 
cans, which are made up of a Mormon 
(Mitt Romney), a former minister (Mike 
Huckabee), a former actor (Fred Thomp- 
son), a Vietnam veteran (John McCain), a 
sensationalist sand-bagger (Rudi Giuliani) 
and the oldest presidential candidate since 
Bob Dole (Ron Paul). 

On the Democratic side, we have a 
pseudo-Muslim black man (Barack 
Obama), a conniving female 
(Hilary Clinton), a presi- eZ 
dential candidate has-been 
(John Edwards), and an- 
other that’s all but dead and 
gone in the race (Dennis 
Kucinich). 

Between the two lots, 
I’m not really which 
way I should direct my 
political vomit towards, 
but one thing’s for certain: 
somebody’s gonna reek in 
the end. 

The GOP is busy trying 
to find who’s the most “conservative” of 
their candidates, though the way Romney 


randon’s Reality Check 


Presidential race 


and Huckabee have been spending money, 


neither fit the category. McCain simply 


doesn’t want to be conservative, 
and Fred Thompson has only 
pretended to be; ironically, 
Ron Paul, who’s running 
for the GOP nomina- 
tion on what amounts to 
a Libertarian platform, 
is the only guy who fits 
the bill by any remote 
amount, despite his un- 
orthodox ideas. 

He plans to cut gov- 
ernment spending by 
eleventy hojillion dollars 

the first week in office 
and wants to abolish the IRS (hey, who 
doesn’t want that?). 


orf 


On the other side, the Democrats are 
busy arguing over who’s more qualified to 
tell everyone how to live their lives with 
their own money (and everyone else’s), 
while at the same time, 
claiming that they’re 
all better qualified for 
the presidency than any 
of the GOP candidates 
(apparently being a 
Republican is equivocal 
to bringing a knife to a 
gun fight). 

The GOP stands to 
lose more ground in 
Congress on top of what 
they lost in the previ- 
ous mid-term elections. 
And they are pretty 
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quite dizzying 


much handing the Oval Office over to the 
Democrats and moderates. 

Regardless, it’s appearing that maybe 
the attitude of “Anyone who isn’t G-Dub 
is our newest savior in the White House” 
isn’t as cracked up as it was initially. 

Obama has ties to a slumlord in Chi- 
cago, Hilary sat on the board of directors 
for Wal-Mart while Bill was governor, and 
John Edwards can’t get enough attention 
to get going. 

Romney is Mormon and has ridiculous 
amounts of money (just like the Bush 
family), and Huckabee is probably the 
most radical person to run for pres in over 
a decade (aside from some of the indepen- 
dents). 

Thompson is already done, Rudi has a 
hard-on for 9/11 and homeland security 
(still), and McCain seems to be leading 
the pack, despite Ron Paul’s ludicrously 
huge Internet following and his ability 
to handily beat every single candidate in 
either party in the 18-24 year old demo- 
graphic. 

One thing is entirely certain, and it’s 
this: things are guaranteed to get entirely 
more stupid than they already are. 

The giant mess that is Super Tuesday 
is swiftly approaching, and the satire and 
verbal broadsides are beginning to get 
much more blatant between candidates 

(especially between Hilary and 
Obama), to the point that the 
term “mud-slinging” would not 
begin to describe the back-stab- 
bing and two-faced ideologies 
of most of the candidates on 
both sides of the fence. 
Regardless, we’re in for a 
knock-down, drag-em-out 
fight to the death between all 
these guys, and it’s just getting 
started. 

Honestly, it’s enough to drive 
even the soberest individual to 
the point of alcoholism. 


Seatbelts should be personal choice 


I should not have been speed- 
ing. Though I have my reasons, 


those reasons have consequences 
in the neighborhood of a hundred 


and twenty bucks. 

That’s acceptable, I sup- 
pose, if not a little 
excessive. What is 
not acceptable is the 
accompanying $30 
fine I received for 
my choice not 
to wear a safety 
belt. 

The new seat 
belt laws, cutely 
promoted as Click 
it or Ticket, are but 
another way our 
government has 
decided to put its 
filthy fingers in our dai- ly 
lives and break our piggy banks 
in the process. 

Amazingly enough, aside from 
the occasional radio promo- 
tion, or news story featuring an 
overzealous police officer break- 
ing his neck out the window of 
his patrol car to catch that felon 
teenage driver, 

I cannot find very much infor- 
mation about these new laws. 

The information I do find, on 
our very own state legislature 
site no less, explicitly says fines 
for seat belt violations are not to 
exceed ten dollars. 


Why was I fined thirty? Why 
are teens being fined sixty? 

I guess not wearing a seat belt 
really should be worth ten hours 
of minimum wage work. 

That will teach you! 
I may sound like 
a disgruntled 
driver, but I 
have always 
been opposed 
to seat belt 
laws, helmet 
laws, or any 
other laws 
against private 
acts over which 
the govern- 
ment has 
no business 
presiding. 

Just a couple days before my 
ticket, I had this very discus- 
sion with some coworkers. One 
suggested I am probably against 
speed limit laws as well. 

That’s not the case for a simple 
reason: unlike seat belt laws, 
which involve only the person in 
or out of a seat belt, speed limit 
laws affect us all. 

I would never want someone 
driving 85 miles-per-hour down 
my street. I could care less if he 
had on his seat belt while he did 
it. 

As a motorcycle rider, and 
lover of logic, I am dumbfound- 


ed as to why I can legally drive 
my motorcycle on the highway 
with no seat belt, but this option 
is not allowed in a much safer, 
enclosed vehicle. 

At thirty bucks a pop, however, 
I cannot afford to take a chance. I 
will look like the craziest cyclist 
ever cruising down the highway 
safely buckled in the saddle. 

When does this feigned push 
for safety end? 

Kids in booster seats into late 
elementary school? High school 
kids being fined for not wear- 
ing seat belts in the back seat of 
cars? 

While the government is levy- 
ing its fines on those who can 
barely afford it, the systems it 
is supposed to or could provide -- 
universal healthcare, roads, and 
education come to mind -- are 
still junk. 

Since I had teeth, I had the 
right, but not always the money, 
to eat all the junk I wanted. 

The day I turned eighteen, my 
government made me sign papers 
saying it could send me to war. 

I could buy and smoke tobacco, 
a product that kills thousands 
each year. Three years later 
I could buy alcohol, another 
product that kills thousands each 
year. It’s worth noting that the 
government makes a consider- 
able fortune on taxing both. 
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Right now, I could even be 
driving down the street, buckled 
in and be struck by a car without 
seat belts because it was manu- 
factured before Ralph Nader 
made his push for safer vehicles 
in the 1960s. 


As I’m lying there, happily 
buckled in and bleeding to death, 
I could refuse lifesaving medical 
treatment. 

But at least I wouldn’t get a 
ticket for not wearing my safety 
belt. 
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To Protect and Serve 


Hartsfield says extra police training 
prepared HPD for recent events 


BY ALLYSON KLAUS 

When an emergency arises in the community, one can 
rest assured that the Hays Police Department will be 
ready to respond. 

This month was a particularly busy one for Hays police, 
as there was a firearm threat at Hays High School, a 
standoff at Nex-Tech and a bomb threat at the hospital, all 
within about a week. 

Although situations like these are not typical in Hays, 
the local police department is prepared to respond. 

“We're very ready,” Assistant Police Chief Phil Harts- 
field said, “and the response at Nex-Tech Friday night 
was an affirmation that all of the training that we do 
every year was right on target.” 

And the training that officers receive is indeed very 
extensive. 

“All officers receive certain training in dealing with 
active shooters and bomb threats as well as training in 
homeland security and transportation security,” Hartsfield 
said. 

In fact, the amount of training Hays police officers 
receive is nearly double the number of hours required by 
the state of Kansas. 

While two of the three events didn’t prove to be very 
dangerous at all, that extra training proved invaluable. 

The first incident, the firearm threat at Hays High, 
turned out to be nothing more than a rumor that went too 
far. 

“The hysteria on Friday was ridiculous, and it just 
shows how rumors can spread like wildfire at Hays 
High,” Hays High School junior Michael Raven said. 

After discovering a message written on one of the bath- 


Ml 


room walls, someone became concerned that a student 
would come to school armed on Jan. 18. 

The news was spread further through the use of email 
and instant messaging, and one third of the student body 
ultimately decided to stay home from school for the day. 

“It was sad how many students used it as a reason to get 
out of school, not because of the threat to their safety,” 
Raven said. “If a person really wanted to conduct school 
violence, they would not do it the day everyone, includ- 
ing the administration, was prepared for it.” 

Like Raven, those students who did go to school no- 
ticed an increased presence of law enforcement officers 
and administrators monitoring activity in the halls. 

“T felt that the overall safety of the school that day 
wasn’t amazing, but it was much more than what we usu- 
ally have,” Raven said. “I really don’t think much could 
be done to stop a student who was thoroughly committed 
to causing violence.” 

It was later revealed that the graffiti on the bathroom 
wall that spurred the safety concerns was possibly years 
old. 

The next two events both happened on Jan. 25. Law 
enforcement officers were first called to Nex-Tech, 210 
E. 12", at about 3:20 p.m. with reports that an armed man 
was in the building. 

The man turned out to be a previous employee who had 
been fired months ago. 

After nearly five hours, the standoff ended as the sus- 
pect committed suicide. 

While all of this was happening, Hays Medical Center 
contacted law enforcement regarding a bomb threat that 
had been called in around 6:30 p.m. 


We're very ready, and the response at Nex-Tech Friday 
night was an affirmation that all of the training that 


we do every year was right on target. 


Ml 


-Phil Hartsfield, Hays Assistant Police Chief 
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A bomb threat at Hays 
High, another at Hays 
Medical Center and a 
potential hostage situation 
at Nex-Tech made January 
a hectic time for local law 
enforcement. 


This threat was investigated and determined to be a 
hoax and, according Hartsfield, not at all connected to the 
situation at Nex-Tech. 

With multiple threats occurring at the same time, the 
police force could not rely solely on its training. 

“We were very fortunate to have the help of the Kansas 
Bureau of Investigation, who responded quickly,” Harts- 
field said. 

The Hays Police Department’s Special Situation Re- 
sponse Team and hostage negotiators were responsible 
for the successful outcome at Nex-Tech, and units from 
the sheriff’s office, the Kansas Highway Patrol and the 
Fort Hays State Police Department stepped in when the 
incident at the hospital was made known. 

Hartsfield said he thought the outcome at Nex-Tech was 
a safe and successful one. 

“We realize that there are some things that are beyond 
our control, like the suspect’s suicide,” he said, “but 
we’re very fortunate that everyone in Nex-Tech practiced 
their emergency plan and was evacuated safely.” 

Though occurrences like these three may be unlikely to 
happen often in Hays, Hartsfield said it is important for 
everyone to have an emergency plan. 

“Each business must have an emergency evacuation 
plan, and the people should be aware of it and be ready to 
practice it,” he said. 
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Photo by Brandon Worf 


A Hays police officer directs traffic downtown on Jan. 25 asa 
potential hostage situation developed at the Nex-Tech building. 
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Divvying up the Dollars 


Increased funds should make for easier job 
in Student Government allocations process 


Final budgets have been sub- 
mitted and student groups will 
once again be vying for the big- 
gest piece of the financial pie 
they can get in the annual al- 
locations process controlled by 
the Student Government Asso- 
ciation at Fort Hays State. 
Student government senators 
will be tasked with deciding 
how much each official student 
group deserves for its yearly 
budget. 

While undoubtedly some 
groups will get less than they 
requested, a budget significant 
budget increase from the previ- 
ous year, garnered from add1- 
tional student fees, will hope- 
fully create more flexibility in 
dividing up the $583,000. 
Allocations meetings are 
scheduled for February. 


2006 Allocations Funding Total Budget 


Top 10 Organizations 2006 
*Fi ded h d 
ibe dha tees ooo siccael to appropriations and equipment funds S47 5 ,000 
Other Organizations University Activities 
de et 
The Tiger's Tale 2007 
25,000 
$ et Athletic Bands $431,000 
KFHS Broadcast _ ieee -9% 
Council CZ, NG, ; from previous year 
$26,000 Special Events 
$39,000 
Student Government 
Association VA ae pea 2008 
$31,000 , 
The University $583,000 
bender Intramural Sports 435% 
$32,000 $36,000 O 


from previous year 


2007 Allocations Funding 
Top 10 Organizations 


University Activities 
Board 
$65,000 


Other Organizations 
$62,000 


Tiger Tots Nursery 


$13,000 
KFHS Broadcast 
Council 
$21,000 Athletic Bands 
: $52,000 
The Tiger's Tale 
$22,000 
The University Leader 
$30,000 Rodeo Club 
$37,000 


Student Government ——————_ 
Association 


$30,000 Intramural Sports 


Special Events ___ 
$35,000 


$33,000 


* Quick-Hit Editorial 
Allocations Committee: 
Don’t over fund Rodeo Club 


With big decisions looming for the Student Government As- 
sociation, we'd like to throw in our two-cents. 

Admittedly, Rodeo Club is an expensive endeavor for the 
participants. They have to pay entry fees for each event (usually 
$50 each for about 10 events), cover the cost of maintenance for 
their rodeo facility and drive their own vehicles to get to events, 
as well sometimes use their own animals in the competitions. 
These costs are not cheap, although participants can earn small 
prizes for performing well, as well as get a “pro card” to compete 
professionally while in college. The annual rodeo hosted by the 


Make Your Voice Heard! 


Join a fun, exciting and 
rewarding activity, while building 
your resume and portfolio. 

No experience necessary. 


Email us at edgenewspaper@gmail.com; www.TheOnlineEdge.net 


Rodeo Club also raises funds for the group. 

Anyway, we’re not saying they don’t deserve funding, but we 
believe, with the large increase in budget this year, rather than in- 
creasing Rodeo Club’s budget significantly, it should stay about 
the same with the excess funds going to larger groups that serve 
more students. 

Rodeo Club only has 21 participants this year, according to 
their website. Dividing out the $37,000 they received, that is 
over $1,700 per student. By contrast, intramural sports serves lit- 
erally hundreds of students, yet received $2,000 less than Rodeo. 

Student fees should go to groups serving the most students. 
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Fort Hays State 


Hammond shows 


Songer, VP for Student Affairs, 
announces retirement from FHSU 


Dr. Herbert L. “Herb” Songer, 64, vice president 
for student affairs, announced his retirement from 
Fort Hays State at a recent news conference. 

He is retiring effective June 30. Dr. Edward H. 
Hammond, FHSU president, announced that a 
national search would begin immediately to find a 
suitable replacement for Vice President Songer. 

“Herb has become an institution within our 
institution, and his successor will have big shoes 
to fill,’ Hammond said. “He was always, first and 
foremost, an advocate for our students. His long 
years of experience, coupled with a calm demeanor 
in all circumstances, made him the best ally a 
student could have. The model he provided will be 
very much on our minds as we search for the right 
person to fill this important role.” 

The president said he hoped to use Vice President 
Songer’s services after retirement. “Herb has indi- 
cated his willingness to continue to be of assistance 
to the university in a different capacity, and with 
our Dare to Dream strategic plan- 
ning initiative, there very well 
may be an opportunity for him to 
continue to provide leadership for 
the university after retirement.” 

Hammond announced that Todd 
Powell, FHSU’s general counsel 
and executive assistant to the 
president, would chair the search 
committee to find a new vice 
president for student affairs. 

Songer’s association with 
FHSU began in the ‘60s as an 
undergraduate student. He earned 
a bachelor’s degree in Physical 
Education from FHSU in 1966, 
followed by a master’s degree 
in Guidance and Counseling from FHSU in 1969. 
He later earned a Ph.D. in Counseling & Student 
Personnel Administration from Kansas State Uni- 
versity, in 1988. Before completing his master’s 
degree, Songer served in the U.S. Army from 1966 
to 1968 as a Senior Personnel Specialist, including 
one year in Vietnam in charge of a battalion-level 
personnel office. 

He began his professional career at FHSU in 
1968 as a graduate assistant in the Counseling De- 
partment. In 1970 he became a full-time employee 
as an instructor in Education and a counselor in the 
Counseling Department. 

In 1971, he moved to Marymount College in Sa- 
lina as director of counseling, and he became dean 
of students at Marymount in 1975. 

Songer returned to FHSU in 1978 as associate 
dean of students and an instructor in Education. 

He took a leave of absence in 1982 to serve as a 
graduate assistant in the Dean of Students Office at 
Kansas State University while he was working on 


Herb Songer 


his doctoral degree, then returned to FHSU in 1988 
as assistant vice president for Student Develop- 
ment and as an assistant professor in Administra- 
tion, Counseling and Educational Studies. In 1995, 
Songer was promoted to his current position as vice 
president for Student Affairs. 

“Tt has been an immense pleasure to serve FHSU, 
my alma mater, in many capacities,” Songer said 
during the news conference. “I found it very hard 
to make the decision to leave because of my love 
for the university and the joy I’ve had working with 
not just students but also faculty and staff. I always 
felt very fortunate in getting the job and fortunate 
in the people I’ve been able to work with.” 

He said his enjoyment of the job made it seem 
as though it was just yesterday when he started. “I 
thank everyone for their cooperation and support,” 
he said. “Sheryl and I aren’t saying goodbye. We’ ll 
always have strong ties to FHSU.” 

In addition to his career responsibilities, Songer 
has participated in numerous civic 
activities. He is a member of the 
Hays Area Chamber of Commerce, 
a life member of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, a member of the 
American Legion, a member of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Hays 
and a commission member of the 
State Board of Education’s Kansas 
Advisory Commission of Propri- 
etary Schools. 

His past memberships include 
United Way Divisional Drive chair- 
man, a board member of the FHSU 
Alumni Association, a board mem- 
ber of the Mental Health Associa- 
tion, a board member of the Salina 
Youth Care Home, and executive director of the 
Salina Drug Action Council. 

Songer has also belonged to numerous profes- 
sional organizations, including the 

American Counseling Association, the Kansas 
Psychological Association and the National Asso- 
ciation of Student Personnel Administrators. 

His awards include Phi Kappa Phi, the National 
Honorary in Psychology, the 

Outstanding Educator Award, and the 2001 TKE 
Excellence In Education Award. He has been 
extremely active in the TKE fraternity, serving on 
the international board, and has received numerous 
awards, including the Knights of Classic Lore. He 
served in the past on the National Association of 
Student Personnel Administrators National Frater- 
nity and Sorority Network. 

“We’re going to be open to every experience and 
haven’t decided exactly what we’re going to do or 
where we’re going to do it,” Songer said of retire- 
ment, “but we’re going to have fun.” 


Accounting club offers free tax help 


For about a dozen years, the 
Fort Hays State University Ac- 
counting Club has been getting 
busy around this time of year. 
They offer FHSU students and 
the surrounding community free 
income tax preparation for the 
2008 tax season. 

Dr. Charles Gnizak (pro- 
nounced KNEE-zack), Account- 
ing Club sponsor and associate 
professor of accounting and 
information systems said it is 
a learning experience for the 
students to work with people and 
tax laws. 

“Students get to work with real 
problems and get to see the mix 
of situations people have,” said 
Gnizack. 

About 40 students from the 
club and tax classes are able 
to prepare 1040EZ, 1040A 
and 1040 forms as well as 
Schedule A (itemized deduc- 
tions), Schedule B (interest and 
dividends), and Schedule EIC 
(earned income credit) through 
the Volunteer Income Tax assis- 


tance (VITA) program for low to 
moderate income ($40,000 and 
below). 

The students are not quali- 
fied to do Schedule C (business 
income), Schedule D (capital 
gains), Schedule E (rent income 
and royalties), Schedule F (farm 
income) and foreign student 
returns. 

Last year, the program did 
about 220 returns. Gnizak said 
to have the same thing done by a 
commercial preparer is anywhere 
from $100 to $150. 

No appointments are necessary, 
and the program operates on a 
first-come, first-served basis. 

Participants must bring photo 
identification; Social Security 
cards for themselves, their 
spouse and any dependents; a 
current year’s tax package if 
they received one; wage and 
earning statements from all 
employers and banks (W-2, W- 
2G, 1098, 1099-R); interest and 
dividend statements from banks 
(forms 1099); tuition statement 


from school (1098-T) and any 
other relevant information about 
income and expenses. Bank 
routing numbers and account 
numbers should be brought for 
direct deposit. 

To file taxes electronically on a 
married-filing-jointly tax return, 
both spouses must be present to 
sign required forms. 

Forms are filed over the 
Internet, and participants should 
receive refunds in less than three 
weeks. 

Services will be available on: 

Tuesdays from 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
-- Feb. 5. 12, 19, 26 and March 
4,11. 

Wednesdays from 5:30 to 8 
p.m. -- Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27 and 
March 5, 12. 

Tax returns will be prepared on 
the FHSU campus in McCartney 
Hall. 

For more information, con- 
tact the FHSU Accounting and 
Information Systems Department 
at (785) 628-4121 or Gnizak at 
(785) 628-4328. 
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support for proposed 
higher-ed budget 


Dr. Edward H. Hammond, 
president of Fort Hays State 
University, joined Christine 
Downey-Schmidt, chair of the 
Kansas Board of Regents, in 
expressing appreciation for the 
Fiscal Year 2009 budget recom- 
mendations for higher education 
that have been proposed by Gov. 
Kathleen Sebelius. 

“The governor’s proposed 
budget contains five provisions 
that will have significantly posi- 
tive impacts on our university,” 
Hammond said. “This is the best 
budget for FHSU that has been 
proposed by any governor during 
my 20 years as president. With 
her proposal, Gov. Sebelius has 
once again demonstrated her 
understanding of the vital role 
higher education plays in provid- 
ing a high quality of life for the 
people of Kansas.” 

In a news release issued by 
the Board of Regents, Downey- 
Schmidt offered similar praise. 
“The Board is certainly pleased 
that Gov. Sebelius has proposed 
a budget that recognizes higher 
education as a critically impor- 
tant priority,” she said. “In what 
many would describe as a lean 
or constrained budget year, the 
governor has recommended 
meaningful investments in higher 
education that are absolutely es- 
sential for enhancing this state’s 
future.” 

Hammond cited the five areas 
of impact for FHSU: 

¢ Postsecondary Education Op- 
portunity Grant -- The governor 
proposed $35 million for what is 
commonly referred to as block 
grants for the budgets of the 
Regents universities. That is an 
overall increase of 4.4 percent 
from the current fiscal year. 

FHSU can expect to see an 
increase in its block grant next 
year, although the exact distri- 
bution formula remains to be 
determined by the Regents. 

If distributed as before, FHSU 
could expect to receive $1.6 
million, which would provide for 
2.5-percent salary increases. 

* Kansas Academy of Math- 
ematics and Science -- The gov- 
ernor proposed new funding of 
$150,000, which will be added to 
the $100,000 that was previously 
allocated by the Legislature, to 
create a statewide academy at 
FHSU that will identify 80 of the 
best and brightest high school 
juniors and seniors in math and 
science and immerse them in an 
exceptional learning environ- 
ment. 

Hammond said the $250,000 
falls $45,000 short of what is 
needed, but he was optimis- 
tic that the Legislature would 
add the additional dollars. The 
funding is for the “bridge year,” 


which includes hiring a director, 
hiring faculty and selecting stu- 
dents. The academy will open in 
fall 2009 with 40 or 50 students. 
¢ Student Financial Aid -- The 
governor recommended substan- 
tial student financial assistance 
enhancements of $4.35 million 
over the current year’s alloca- 
tion of $24.9 million, an increase 
of 17.4 percent. Hammond 
observed that this increase had 
special significance for FHSU, 
which has an unusually high per- 
centage of students who receive 
need-based financial aid. 

¢ Educational Building Fund -- 
The state levy for building main- 
tenance at the Regents universi- 
ties generated about $30 million 
this year, with about half that 
revenue used to pay outstanding 
bonds. The governor proposed 
using new revenue from expand- 
ed gaming to pay off the bonds, 
leaving all the approximately $30 
million next year to be allocated 
to the universities. FHSU would 
expect an increase of about $1 
million over the $1.36 million it 
received this year for building 
maintenance. 

¢ Kansas Wetlands Education 
Center at Cheyenne Bottoms 
-- The governor recommended 
$209,430 in new money for 
salaries and other operational 
expenses at the new center, now 
under construction, that will be 
managed by FHSU's Sternberg 
Museum of Natural History. 
Together with $100,000 in carry- 
over funding, that would provide 
more than $300,000 for the 
center's first year of operations. 

The budget proposed by Gov. 
Sebelius did not include funding 
for FHSU’s new Professional 
Science Masters Program, which 
would provide advanced train- 
ing in science and mathematics 
while simultaneously develop- 
ing important workplace skills. 
Hammond said he was hopeful 
the Legislature would provide 
dollars to create this much-need- 
ed area of study for people in 
professional technical jobs who 
need an advanced degree. 

“We are fully aware that the 
governor’s budget proposal is 
only the first step in the process, 
albeit an extremely important 
one, and that the Legislature 
must now draft legislation to 
create the state’s FY09 budget,” 
he said. ““Nonetheless, we are ex- 
tremely pleased by the leadership 
Gov. Sebelius has shown. Her 
proposed budget was especially 
amazing for what is expected to 
be such a tight fiscal year. We 
are confident the Legislature will 
provide funding for higher edu- 
cation that will enable the people 
of Kansas to seize the many op- 
portunities that await us.” 
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Mary Elizabeth Maternity Home 


BY ALLYSON KLAUS 


Featuring signature dishes from 19 local restau- 
rants, the second annual Taste of Hays fundraiser 
on Jan. 13 raised approximately $25,000 to benefit 
the Mary Elizabeth Maternity Home. 


also helped cover regular monthly expenses such as 


utilities.” 


This year’s event was 
special in that it celebrat- 
ed the 10 year anniver- 
sary of the Mary Eliza- 
beth Maternity Home, 
which exists to provide 
unwed mothers with the 
nurturing environment 
and resources needed 
to choose life and bring 
their pregnancies to term. 
Jill Foulke, one of the 


event coordinators, said the fundraiser was a huge 
success, all of the tickets sold out on the Friday 


before the event. 


“Some of the raffle winners who received cash 
prizes even donated cash back, so we came out 


ahead of our goal,” she said. 


All of the money raised went to the Mary 
Elizabeth Maternity Home. “Last year, the money 
helped purchase a security system for the home and 
increase benefits for employees,” Foulke said. “It 


ary 
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ome 


Foulke said the board of directors and advisors 
contacted restaurants to come up with a list of 
participating restaurants which each donated one 
of their most popular dishes to the 
fundraiser. 

The participating restaurants 
this year were Applebee’s, Au- 
gustine’s Bakery, Bar-B-Cutie, 
Carla’s House of Sweets, Carlos 
O’Kelly’s, Chartwell’s, Daylight 
Donut, Golden Corral, Gutierrez’s, 
Jalisco’s, JD’s Chicken, McDon- 
ald’s, Montana Mike’s, Pizza 


Hut, Quizno’s, Subway, Taco 
Shop, Thirsty’s and Whiskey Creek. 


Those restaurants and individuals who attended 
last year’s fundraiser also enjoyed the event’s new 


venue in the Fort Hays Memorial Union Ballroom. 


taurants. 


Foulke said she was definitely happy with the 
response and the support of the participating res- 


“All of the returning restaurants were very ex- 
cited and happy to be on board again this year, and 
the new restaurants were looking forward to the 
opportunity as well,” she said. 


Are you 


Home offers unwed 
mothers a safe haven 


Financial arrangements are 
made on an individual basis. 
NO UNWED MOTHER SHALL BE 
DENIED ADMITTANCE BASED 
ON RACE, RELIGION OR THE 
ABILITY TO PAY. 


Pregnant? 


Need a place to stay? 


Mary Elizabeth Maternity 


Contact them at (785) 625-6800 or at 
assistance@maryelizabeth.net 


Bridal fair to be hosted at The Mall 


BY ALLYSON KLAUS 

The Mall of Hays will host a 
bridal fair from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Feb. 2, providing brides- and 
grooms-to-be with the chance to 
meet with several vendors who 
will help make their wedding day 
perfect. 


“Tt’s a huge benefit for brides 
and grooms,” said Anne Erbert, 
property manager of The Mall. 
“Everyone always stresses about 
planning, but this is one stop 
where they can talk to everyone 
they need.” 

The event will give couples the 


opportunity to speak to photog- 
raphers and videographers, travel 
agents, caterers, florists, DJs and 
limousine companies. 

“We'll have H & G photogra- 
phy & videography,” Erbert said. 
“Gellas does catering, and they’ Il 
have food for guests to sample. A 
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Brides World will be putting on 
fashion shows, and Greater Kan- 
sas Limousine will actually have 
a limousine inside the mall for 
the brides and grooms to view.” 

There is a full list of events 
planned for the day. 

“Basically, when couples arrive 
at the event, they can register 
at center court where they will 
receive a passport with a list of 
all the vendors,” Erbert said. 

“From there, they can go 
around to all of the vendors, 
sample the food and watch the 
fashion shows.” 

Once the couples have met 


with all of the retailers, they will 
also be able to enter for a chance 
to win prizes, including a grand 
prize of a $1,000 honeymoon 
voucher which can be used to 
travel to the couple’s destination 
of choice. 

The event is a great opportu- 
nity for all involved, including 
the retailers. 

“Everyone brings calendars 
with them, and some people 
even book one or more of the 
vendors,” Erbert said. “It really 
offers more of a hands-on experi- 
ence without having to schedule 
a bunch of appointments.” 
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Name won't change 
Fort Hays State keeps name 


They held down the Fort... 

Responding to an overwhelm- 
ing expression of support from 
students and alumni for the uni- 
versity’s existing name, President 
Edward H. Hammond announced 
during a news conference in 
December that the name of Fort 
Hays State University would not 
be changed. 

The possible change to the 
University of Western Kansas 
was just one of 34 initiatives 
contained in “Dare to Dream: 
The Development of the Creative 
University, Fort Hays State Uni- 
versity in 2020,” a draft reorga- 
nization plan that the president 
introduced during his State of the 
Campus address at the beginning 
of the 2007-2008 academic year. 

The “Dare to Dream” plan 
was based on recommendations 
from the Committee to Review 
and Rethink the Structure of the 
University, which Dr. Hammond 
appointed last spring to solicit 
ideas from the entire university 
community on ways to position 
the university for a successful 
future. 

“There was merit in the recom- 
mendation from the reorgani- 
zation committee to consider 
a name change, especially the 
argument for restoring ‘Kansas’ 
to our name, which had been 
included throughout the history 
of the university until the Legis- 
lature approved the current name 


in 1977,” President Hammond 
said. 

“However, the sentiment for 
keeping the Fort Hays State 
University name far exceeded 
any reasons for changing it,” he 
said. “Thousands of people in 
Facebook groups on the Internet 
expressed their opposition to a 
name change, and the vast major- 
ity of the more than 3,000 people 
who logged their opinions onto 
the FHSU Web site also were 
strongly opposed to changing the 
name. 

“T appointed the university’s 
Integrated Marketing Commit- 
tee to consider the name-change 
initiative, and the members of 
that committee recommended 
keeping our name,” he said. 
“They believed the cost of mak- 
ing a change and the loss of what 
we have invested in the current 
name both internationally and in 
Kansas would far outweigh any 
benefits that might accrue from a 
name change. 

“Passions ran high, and it gives 
me great pleasure to announce 
we will not change our name,” 
the president said. “What a 
testament to the affection our 
students, alumni and friends feel 
for Fort Hays State University! 
Other schools and organizations 
must be watching with amaze- 
ment and even jealousy as they 
see how deeply the FHSU family 
cares about their university.” 
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Photos by Zach Becker 
In top photo, Carson Wright, courtesy clerk at Dillons on Hall Street, smiles as he 
prepares to help a customer out with groceries. Directly above, Hall Street Dillons 

grocery manager Dustin Turner converses with a customer. 
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8 Wonders of Kansas announced 


The votes are in. More than 24,000 people 
from all 50 states cast votes to determine Kan- 
sas’ most important natural or manmade won- 
ders. 

The winners were announced by Kansas Gov. 
Kathleen Sebelius in a ceremony at the capitol 
on Kansas Day, Jan. 29. 

The winners were selected from 24 finalists; 
eight attractions were chosen because the Kansas 
Sampler Foundation, organizer of the project, 
bases its criteria on eight rural culture elements. 

The winners are (in alphabetical order): the 
Big Well, Greensburg; Cheyenne Bottoms and 
Quivira National Wildlife Refuge, Barton and 
Stafford counties; Eisenhower Presidential Li- 
brary & Museum, Abilene; Kansas Cosmosphere 
& Space Center, Hutchinson; Kansas Under- 
ground Salt Museum, Hutchinson; Monument 
Rocks & Castle Rock, Gove County; St. Fidelis 
Church (Cathedral of the Plains), Victoria; and 
the Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve, Chase 
County. 

Representatives from all 24 finalists as well 
as over a thousand fourth- and fifth-graders and 
other fans of Kansas were on hand to hear the 
announcement. 

“Tt’s very exciting to announce what the public 
chose as our very best in terms of places totally 
unique to Kansas or sites that are iconic,” said 
Marci Penner, director of the Kansas Sampler 
Foundation. “We’d love it if the fun of the con- 
test would launch a wave of exploring Kansas!” 

The 8 Wonders of Kansas is a project of the 
Kansas Sampler Foundation, a non-profit whose 
mission is to preserve and sustain rural culture 
and believes that educating the public about 
what there is to see and do in the state helps 
make a difference for all Kansas communities, 
regardless of size. 

Following is just a bit about what makes each 


Wonder unique. 

More information and photos can be found at 
www.8wonders.org. 

BIG WELL: The construction of the 1887 
well was an engineering marvel in its day and it 
is the world’s largest hand-dug well. 

CHEYENNE BOTTOMS and QUIVIRA 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE: These two 
entities make up the Kansas Wetlands Complex. 
They share a vital and international importance 
as a migratory stop for North American shore- 
birds. 

EISENHOWER PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY 
& MUSEUM: Dwight D. Eisenhower was the 
only president who also had been a five-star gen- 
eral thus making this display of his remarkable 
lifetime achievements significant. 

KANSAS COSMOSPHERE & SPACE CEN- 
TER: The Cosmosphere has one of the most 
significant collections of U.S. and Russian space 
artifacts in the world. 

KANSAS UNDERGROUND SALT MU- 
SEUM: The only underground salt museum in a 
working mine in the western hemisphere show- 
cases our natural treasure, salt, 650 feet below 
the earth’s surface., 

MONUMENT ROCKS and CASTLE ROCK: 
These ancient chalk beds have produced scien- 
tifically significant fossils and have been highly 
eroded into unusual spires and shapes, making 
them spectacular landmarks on the plains of 
western Kansas. 

ST. FIDELIS CHURCH: The architectural 
grandeur and impressive craftsmanship make 
this church built by the Volga German pioneers 
in 1911, a masterpiece. 

TALLGRASS PRAIRIE NATIONAL PRE- 
SERVE: The preserve represents the last sig- ¥ A UNDATION © 
nificant example of the tallgrass prairie in North 
America.. 
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